What would happen if HS2 isn’t built?

How can I express my support for HS2?
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The North West stands to be a big winner
from the High Speed 2 rail project, getting
nearly a quarter of the economic benefits.

The first stage of the national high-speed
rail network, the line between London and
the West Midlands (HS2), is planned to open
in 2026. With onward running over existing
lines, this brings high-speed services to the
North West and benefits the North West’s
economy to the tune of £5bn.

But the boost to the region’s economy begins
even earlier. Experience across Europe
shows that once high-speed plans become
firm, businesses know they can plan on the
dramatically greater accessibility that high-
speed rail brings, and tailor their investment
decisions accordingly. So the stimulus to
regeneration will start before 2020.

So what are the Day 1 high speed
services for the North West?

HS2 Ltd’s plans show high-speed rail
services between London and the North
West are comprehensive and frequent:

Crewe 1
Liverpool 2
Manchester 3
Preston 1 (2 in peak period)
Runcorn 1
Stockport 3
Warrington 2 (3 in peak period)
Wigan 1 (2 in peak period)
Wilmslow 1
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It’s not just the biggest cities that gain.
With complementary investment in the
Northern Hub - work on the new line across
Manchester is now scheduled to be carried
out by the end of 2016 - there will be better
onward connections to places such as Bolton
and Rochdale. With the southern section

of the West Coast Main Line freed up by

the transfer of the fastest services to HS2,
new direct London services from Blackpool
become possible too.

As HSR is extended northwards in
subsequent stages, these journey times will
get faster still. But the important point is
this: the North West gets new high-speed
services from Day 1, 2026.
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