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‘When TaSTS was published, economic prospects were good. Today, the global economy is in trouble. 

Governments, companies and households across the world have to think harder about their priorities. In the 

UK, we need to support people and businesses through the downturn, and help them emerge stronger on the 

other side. We have thought hard about transport’s contribution to this.  

 

The Government remains committed to investment and to tackling the problems of congestion and crowding. 

The Eddington study warned that congested cities, crowded trains, delays at ports and queues at airports are 

not just a nuisance to individual travellers. They are also a tax on the productivity of our businesses and a 

deterrent to inward investment. If we don’t tackle them, they will become a brake on economic growth and on 

employment. 

We still want to cut transport’s carbon footprint. It is wrong to think that, in a time of economic difficulty, we can 

put the climate change agenda on the back burner for a while. We cannot. Global warming requires urgent 

action. And the Stern report leaves no doubt about the massive economic price we would pay if we failed to 

address it. But Stern also stresses the importance of tackling climate change in the most economically efficient 

manner. That means preserving freedom of choice, facing people with the true carbon cost of those choices, 

forcing the pace of technological change, and helping people reduce their need to travel or switch to lower-

carbon modes. It does not mean rationing transport demand by constraining the capacity of our transport 

networks. 

  

We remain committed to serious long-term transport planning, as set out in TaSTS. This is based on 

specifying clearly the challenges to be addressed, looking cross-modally at a range of options, and backing 

the solution that has the best fit against our five transport goals and delivers the best value for money. It is 

based on engagement with stakeholders throughout the process. And it is based on a realistic recognition that 

we are planning for an uncertain future. In asking taxpayers to support a major transport investment 

programme, we must be able to assure them that we are backing the best solutions. Given the urgent need to 

stimulate economic growth and cut greenhouse gas emissions, we shall accelerate the pace of this work, and 

will start by investigating options for rail electrification, managed motorways and the case for new railway lines. 

But we shall not cut corners. ‘ 
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Para 23. While the expansion of direct air links has dramatically improved Scotland’s 

international connectivity in recent years, air travel is making a growing contribution 

to greenhouse gas emissions. A key issue over the next 25 years will be how to 

maintain and enhance this connectivity, with all the economic and other benefits that 

this will bring, while tackling the challenge of climate change. Faster cross-border 

rail links would make the train more competitive with the plane for many journeys to 

and from London and other UK cities, potentially helping to reduce emissions from 

short-haul flights. The new Eurostar terminal at St. Pancras offers opportunities for 

easier rail journeys between Scotland and the Continent. For the majority of 

overseas trips and business trips between the North of Scotland and the South of 

England, however, flying is likely to remain the only practical option.  

 

Para 119. The services offered by Edinburgh, Glasgow and Prestwick airports are in 

some respects complementary and there may be potential for strengthening 

connections between them. Linking our main cities and airports with higher speed 

trains could offer a much wider choice of destinations, allow mass passenger transfer 

between airports, and open up the South-West to more visitors. Increased capacity  

on rail services between Prestwick Airport and Glasgow city centre will be the 

minimum requirement over the next 25 years. 

 

Para 120. Cross-Border road and rail links are of prime economic importance and 

congestion and lack of infrastructure outwith Scotland can have an adverse impact 

on access to Europe and other parts of the UK. The economic benefits of tourism 

can be spread more widely if more of Scotland can be brought within 3 hours of 

major English cities. There is a need to improve journey times and the frequency of 

rail services to key destinations such as London, Manchester, Leeds and 

Birmingham. Reducing journey times on routes between Aberdeen and Newcastle 

would improve the connectivity of knowledge economy clusters on the East Coast. 

Improvements to the West Coast Main Line would allow more cross-Border freight to 

be moved by rail. The Scottish Government will work with the UK Government and 

other bodies to strengthen cross-Border transport links. 

 

Para 121. A regular and reliable 4-hour journey time on existing lines between Central 

Scotland and London would help to make the train more competitive with flying. 

London’s high speed link to the Continent makes it possible for a journey such as 

Inverness to Marseilles to be completed in a day. However, the scope for further 

increases in speed on the existing rail network is limited. The Scottish Government 

will pursue discussions with the UK Government on the development of a high-speed 

rail link to reduce journey times between Central Scotland and London to under 3 

hours and provide direct rail services to the Continent. 
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